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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/15/06 
has been entered. Currently, claims 1-9 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the current amendment and therefore a new ground(s) of rejection will 
be made. 

Further, regarding claims 1, 4, 6, and 8, the applicant asserts on page 10 that 
Tanimoto does not teach or suggest a controller that decompresses the image data 
included in the image information when identified information included in header 
information indicates that the attribute information and the image data of the image 
information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis. Tanimoto 
does not explicitly disclose identifying that the information is arranged in a 
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predetermined sequence on a per-page basis . However, Tanimoto does disclose a 
controller that decompresses the image data included in the image information when 
identified information included in header information indicates that the attribute 
information and the image data of the image information are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence. Particularly, Tanimoto states that upon reception of the 
electronic mail, a TIFF is extracted and analyzed, and the image is decompressed 
(converted to dot data). It is well known in the art that a TIFF file header has a standard 
fixed structure. The first two bytes identify the byte order, next is a 16-bit integer stored 
in the byte order indicated by the previous two bytes that store the constant value 
42dec, and the last four bytes reference the offset of the first image file directory (IFD). 
The image file directory (IFD) contains all information pertaining to a stored image. 
Therefore, it is inherent that the header information is arranged in a predetermined 
sequence otherwise the file would not be considered a TIFF file. Thus, Tanimoto 
discloses a controller that decompresses the image data included in the image 
information when identified information included in header information indicates that the 
attribute information and the image data of the image information are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese 
Patent Application Publication No. 1 1-127297 to Tanimoto, as cited on Information 
Disclosure Statement dated July 27, 2001 . 

Tanimoto discloses an image information processing apparatus comprising: a 
controller that generates image information in an image file format which enables 
storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute information pertaining to the 
image information (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] 
lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), a 
communication unit exchanges, with a receiver device externally connected via a 
network and is to send image information, negotiation information in connection with a 
layout sequence of image data and attribute the information and that outputs the 
generated image information, wherein the attribute information and the image data of 
the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence based on a result of 
exchange of the negotiation information (see Drawings 1 , 2, and 4, paragraphs [0004]- 
[0010], [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]- 
[0038], and [0049]-[0050], TIFF file headers are always arranged in a predetermined 
sequence). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-4 and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tanimoto (JP 1 1-127297) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6782402 to Hidaka et al. 

Regarding claim 1, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus comprising: a communication unit that receives image information in an 
image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and 
attribute information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 1 and 2 and 
paragraphs [0013], [0016], and [0018]), and a controller that decompresses the image 
data included in the image information when the attribute information is acquired, when 
identifying information is included in header information pertaining to the image 
information, the identifying information indicates that the attribute information and the 
image data of the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence (see 
Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1- 
4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050], reference states that the image 
data is decompressed at the time of reception , which is analogous to the claim 
limitation, further TIFF file headers are always arranged in a predetermined sequence). 

Tanimoto does not disclose expressly that the attribute information and the 
image data of the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a 
per-page basis . 
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Hidaka discloses that the attribute information and the image data of the image 
information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-paqe basis (see Figs. 
39-40 and column 12 line 13-column 13 line 13). 

Regarding claim 2, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus comprising: a controller that generates image information in an image file 
format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute 
information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs 
[0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038]. 
and [0049]-[0050]), and an output unit that outputs the generated information, wherein 
the attribute information and the image data of the image information are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence, and the image information includes identifying information 
indicating that the attribute information and the image data of the image information are 
arranged in a predetermined sequence in header information of the image information 
(see Drawing 1 and paragraph [0020] lines 2-5, TIFF file headers are always arranged 
in a predetermined sequence). 

Tanimoto does not disclose expressly that the attribute information and the 
image data of the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a 
per-page basis . 

Hidaka discloses that the attribute information and the image data of the image 
information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis (see Figs. 
39-40 and column 12 line 13-column 13 line 13). 
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Regarding claim 4, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus comprising: a communication unit that receives image information in an 
image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and 
attribute information pertaining to the image information and that exchanges, with a 
sender device externally connected via a network, negotiation information in connection 
with a layout sequence of the image data and attribute the information (see Drawings 1 , 
2, and 4, paragraphs [0004]-[0010], [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 
1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), and a controller that 
decompresses the image data included in the image information when the attribute 
information is acquired, when the received negotiation information indicates that the 
attribute information and the image data of the image information are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence (see paragraphs [0016], [0030] lines 1-4, and [0031] lines 1- 
3]). 

Tanimoto does not disclose expressly that the attribute information and the 
image data of the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a 
per-page basis . 

Hidaka discloses that the attribute information and the image data of the image 
information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis (see Figs. 
39-40 and column 12 line 13-column 13 line 13). 

Regarding claim 6, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium 
that stores a program for causing a computer to perform processes for entering and 
decompressing image information comprising: a communication step of receiving the 
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image information in an image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, 
of image data and attribute information pertaining to the image information (see 
Drawings 1 and 2 and paragraphs [0013], [0016], and [0018]), a determination step of 
determining identifying information included in header information pertaining to the 
entered image information whether or not the attribute information and the image data 
are arranged in a predetermined sequence (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs 
[0013], [0015], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]- 
[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), and a decompression step of decompressing the image data 
included in the image information when the attribute information and the image data are 
determined to be arranged in the predetermined sequence (see paragraphs [0030] lines 
1-4 and [0031] lines 1-3). 

Tanimoto does not disclose expressly that the attribute information and the 
image data of the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a 
per-page basis . 

Hidaka discloses that the attribute information and the image data of the image 
information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis (see Figs. 
39-40 and column 12 line 13-column 13 line 13). 

Regarding claim 7, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium 
that stores a program for causing a computer to perform processes for producing image 
information, comprising: a controller that generates image information in an image file 
format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute 
information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 1 , 2, and 4, paragraphs 
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[0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4 t [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], 
and [0049]-[0050]), a sequential information storage step of storing identifying 
information into header information of the image information, wherein the identifying 
information indicates that the attribute information and the image data are stored 
predetermined sequence (see paragraphs [0016], [0024], and [0034]-[0037]), an image 
information generation step of producing the image information by means of storing the 
attribute information and the image data in the predetermined sequence (see 
paragraphs [0013], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3, [0034]- 
[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), and an output processing step of outputting generated 
image information (see paragraphs [0020] lines 2-5 and [0038]). 

Tanimoto does not disclose expressly that the attribute information and the 
image data of the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a 
per-paqe basis . 

Hidaka discloses that the attribute information and the image data of the image 
information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis (see Figs. 
39-40 and column 12 line 13-column 13 line 13). 

Regarding claim 8, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium 
that stores a program for causing a computer to perform processes for entering and 
decompressing image information, comprising: a communication step of receiving the 
image information in an image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, 
of image data and attribute information pertaining to the image information (see 
Drawings 1 and 2 and paragraphs [0013], [0016], and [0018]), a negotiation processing 
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step of conducting negotiations with a sender device externally connected via network 
in connection with a layout sequence of the image data and attribute information (see 
paragraphs [0034]-[0038]), and a decompression step of decompressing the image data 
included in the received image information, when it is identified that the attribute 
information and the image data are arranged in a predetermined sequence through the 
negotiation processing step (see paragraphs [0030] lines 1-4 and [0031] lines 1-3). 

Tanimoto does not disclose expressly that the attribute information and the 
image data of the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a 
per-page basis . 

Hidaka discloses that the attribute information and the image data of the image 
information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis (see Figs. 
39-40 and column 12 line 13-column 13 line 13). 

Regarding claim 9, Tanimoto disclose a computer-readable storage medium that 
stores a program for causing a computer to perform processing for producing image 
information, comprising: a controller that generates image information in an image file 
format which enables storage in arbitrary positions, image data and attribute information 
pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs [0013], 
[0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], and 
[0049]-[0050]), a negotiation processing step conducting negotiations with a receiver 
device externally connected via network in connection with a layout sequence of the 
image data and the attribute information (see paragraphs [0034H0038]), an image 
information generation step of producing the image information by means of arranging 



Application/Control Number: 09/915,257 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2625 

the attribute information and the image data in a predetermined sequence based on a 
result of negotiations performed the negotiation processing step (see paragraphs 
[0013], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3, [0034]-[0038], and 
[0049]-[0050]), and an output processing step of outputting produced image information 
(see paragraphs [0020] lines 2-5 and [0038]). 

Tanimoto does not disclose expressly that the attribute information and the 
image data of the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a 
per-page basis . 

Hidaka discloses that the attribute information and the image data of the image 
information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis (see Figs. 
39-40 and column 12 line 13-column 13 line 13). 

Tanimoto & Hidaka are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, transmission of TIFF files over a network. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the TIFF file structure and associated information on a page 
basis, as described by Hidaka, with the system of Tanimoto. Further, it is well known in 
the art that a TIFF file header has a standard fixed structure. The first two bytes identify 
the byte order, next is a 16-bit integer stored in the byte order indicated by the previous 
two bytes that store the constant value 42dec, and the last four bytes reference the 
offset of the first image file directory (IFD). The image file directory (IFD) contains all 
information pertaining to a stored image. Therefore, it is inherent that the header 
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information is arranged in a predetermined sequence otherwise the file would not be 
considered a TIFF file. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to ensure proper 
reception and analysis of the header information and associated attribute and image 
information to accurately reproduce the image data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Hidaka with Tanimoto to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 1, 2, 4, and 6-9. 

Regarding claim 3, Tanimoto further discloses wherein said output unit 
exchanges negotiation information in connection with a layout sequence of attribute 
information and image data with a receiver device which receives the image 
information, (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, and paragraphs [0004]-[0010] and [0035]- 
[0038]), and said controller generates the image information on the basis of a result of 
the exchange negotiation information (see paragraphs [0038] and [0049]). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. To further show the state of the art refer to the attached Notice of 
References Cited. 



Application/Control Number: 09/915,257 



Page 13 



Art Unit: 2625 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached at (571) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Mark R. Milia 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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